: PARASHAS TOLDOS

19 And these are the offspri: g of Isaac son of Abraham — Abrahamn begot Isaac. 20

was forty years old wf-en he took Rebecca, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean:
Paddan Aram, sister of Ledan the Aramean, as a wife for himself. 2! Jsaac entre
HASHEM opposite his wife, bécausé she was barren. HAsHEM allowed Himselfto F= entre
by him, .and his wife Rebecca ‘conceived.

1

2 NedoR baa3d :

Commenting on the first verse of th parashah, “These are

the offspring of Yitzchak, son of Avraham. Avraham begot /ﬂ_———-—\_//

stre.sses that Abraham and Isaac were father ar. { son. The
cynics of that generation had been saying that &arah must

have become pregnant by Abimelech, since she and Abra-
ham had tfeen married for many decades without .« child, but
she had given birth only after being taken by the Philistine

king. Therefore God made Isaac’s. feaﬁires*sb;;x'ndeniably i

similar to Abraham’s that even the scoffers had to dmit that
POY? NK 191 0i773K, “it was indeed Abraham . ho begot
Isaac!” (Tanchuma; Rashi ). ?

Yitzchak” (25:19), Rashi wonders why the Torah repeats the
same concept mentioned in the first h if of the vér"ég:,— albeit
in different words — in the second half  f the verse. If Yitechak
was Avraham’s son, obviously Avraha n begot Yitzchak.
Rashi answers that the cynics of th: generation (leitzanei
hador) contended that Sarah conceived from Avimelech on
the night he kidnaped her. After all, they reasoned, she had
[ived with Avraham for many decade: and had no children,
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and lo and behold, shortly after the incident with Avimelech,

she gave birth to Yitzchak.

To refute their claim, Has: em fashioned Yitzchak to look

Lemarkably like Avraham. it v'ss t

who saw Yitzchak that “Avra iam begot Yitzchak,” which ise

ore obvious to anyone

why the Torah adds that phra e,
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But ‘doesn’t it happen that someone will stop us and ask X3 \ - ’Qi’}) Y23 N noe
us if we are related to So-and- :0, and they’ll be totally wrong?

Was the resemblance betweer: father and son reall i ' : - ' " '
. , Y goingto vy o pm ,mmma oin Pnn K9 T 1eR) e 2
- stop the doubters in their tracics? S ' "R P M oY nepe vina

o . N DD DWW ARMAN PAm 0 4 An .

It seems that this Midrash :s teaching us that in this case, | S0 TR 0103 L1amn . A namna o 1
Avraham and Yitzchak were 55 identical that it bordered on 0 D'PRI P ANO) O KAV 930 APIIN 03 RIIN ©IN pON
the miraculous, and no one cculd deny that they were father TRY MY N P00 SAM XY RINY TaT Y Wk anvan
and son. ‘ WY T IMmRNny

Apparently, though, the resernblance wasn’t enough. The
: s . : y L, ” ”
Gemara (Bava Metzia 87a) reictes that when Avraham made (BB D) MY v Bmany n73pn moane mnk 3

a party to mark the occasion of Yitzchak being weaned, he PIN AW T ORT O NNLIAN DYPEY TIAM IMNNNS RY RN At
invited all the aristocracy ofhis'generation, tomakea kiddush =~ MR TN 01 1w min b D71 T¥9 1Moo oin 7 PNy
Hashem by publicizing the gr at niiracle Hashem had done W2 N5 NR n"apn @ PM ,17apn S mnvan oep Yy mmn
by giving them a son. M almud relates that the cynics  TP0INW MWD MW DMAR YW a0 X D MMy AR DARS anmw
were in top form at that event, claiming that Yitzchak was an :
.- adopted child, not the offsprir'g of Avraham and Sarah. We
know how it goes: a roll of the eyes, a wrinkle of the nose, a
~ subtle smile — slight hints th. t fellow cynics picked wpon, :
potentially turning the event irto a chillul Hashem instead of @) XY NV 1312 WL KO nnRaT 20mb '7"3"W
a kiddush Hashem. P OWwm LMW Mavay 1aNn ) b I NI NWY p1 mwniaTy
- JTo avert this danger, Sarah invited all the noblewomen to 1Y MW MAPII DATAn OR , P28 YW 19719 MR 2Mn oIn
rb.ring their babies to her, and she proved that she had indeed VI N9Y% O MMY D ,DnY NYR Sy ooy 5aph N Pn
_ given birth to a child by nursing all of them. . . : mIvoIn Ranh M5 7T N1aYNI Toarn 0 b WY PYY ,oMAR S
If you think about it, each ¢r2 of the cynics’ claims was DP9 TR INR 195 . P0W Mabna ARG 120N XYY 0TS n’mg
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_hard to swallow; especially the :laim that Yitzchak Wwas actu :
7 - Ry s ) ' » R 50 B WYY 11
_ally Sarah’s child, but from A vimelech, not from Avraham. DA DI 79 N 1R 903 mon PR o n ) myenaw p

- ‘Avraham had already had another child with Hagar. If any- ) rn_2wh MR B mih By Nt vy P DTN 20 »
 thing, it was more miraculous [ 7 Sarah to have a chiid at the MIR RIMZ IBR HI0N N0 1D MW PROIN I Ty ) T P
_age of 90 after being barren al’ her life. 1 . ' . Lo 3T
o |
; jr- This_stinging vite of the cynics is what Hashem pre- The nation of Amal=k- personifies this tendency. When
gmpted when He niraculously made Yitzchak look exactly the Jewish people came forth from Egypt, the world stood .
_ like Avraham and enabled Sarah_te nurse all those children . in awe of them and of the Almighty who had performed
- at Yitzchak’s wean ing party. Leitzanus is so powerful that it is all the spectacular miracles on their behalf. The Jewish
worth making mirz cles to counter it. - nation was important, revered. But Amalek could not toler-
- . ate it. And so they attacked to dispel the aura of Jewish
o ’ T e invincibility, to show that the Jewish people were mere mor-
lo )\'\_g-\% " \‘mr G\QSYCAQLS‘ L. ;FI'MJ - tals after all, that they need not be held in awe and rever-

ence. That was Amalek’s motivation for the attack. It was
not territorial. It was not political. It was not even ideo‘logif
cal. It was: cynical. ;

How do we understand this yetzer hara? We can under-

Hutner contends that the struggle against cynicism forms
the paradigm of the epic battle between the Jewish people
and Amalek. Amalek’s attack on the Jewish peopleswas far

more than a military confrontation between two nations.: It stand why people would want money. We can understand

was far more than just a battle of swords a‘rld‘charicl;ts, c; why people would want honor. We can understand why peo-
guns and tanks. The battle between the-Jewish-peeple an ~ ple would *»nt carnal pleasures. But why would peor' want

Amalek centered on the vefy issue of cynicism.

v There is a powerfulm tendency in human nature, Rav
Hutner writes, a veritable passion, to denigrate, to mock, to
tear down, to eliminate others. There is a tendency to take
that which_is hoble and important and holy and to find with-

in it the little hairline crack Whl:Ch can Pe used t.o' :)rmg% the § - “Q‘*P,erhaps it is because cynici ber Perhaps it N
- entire edifice tumbling down. It is a particularly virulent form because cynicism emancipates. If there is nothing worthy

of the yetzer-hara. People have a yetzer hara for monefy, folrI and important in this world, we are all free to do as we
honor, for carnal ple‘asures. People have a yetzer har.ak or at please. If there are no higher standards, we can all Jo wher-
sorts of forbidden things. And they also have a yetzer hara to ever our fancy and our impulses take us. If the citadels of

to destroy others? Why would people want to tea down
whatever is good, holy, important, serious and worthwhile in
“-this world? , e '

destroy other people, to be cynical, to put people down, to | holines 1 be ripbed down. . Il released from per-
ridicule 21! that 1o fmanartont and helv. ’ )

sonal responsibility.
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That is what Amalek is all abput. As Rav Hutner puts it in
his inimitable fashion, Arhalek represents . thé “kodch ha-
chillul; but_there.is also an opposite tendency in~ human
nature, which Rav Hutner calls the koach hahiliul.

The battle lines are drawn: the koach hachillul versus the
‘koach_hahillul; the forces of sacrilege against the forces of
reverence; Amalek against Yisrael. This is the battle, the
.struggle for the soul of the world. And Hashem tells the
Jewish people to eradicate all traces of Amalek. Wipe themi
out. Eradicate them. They are your mortal enemy in this life-
-and-death ot ‘merely your physical mcrtl
enemy but your spiritual mortal enemy. They despise all thei
you stand for, all that is holy, pure, fine and worthwhile in this
world. They are the antithesis of the Jew.

@ _There is a little bit of Amalek in each of us, Rav Hutner
concludes, and that is why we have an inclination to be

abrrrecodc
S

cynical, to mock and destroy.

4

We have to come toqthe realization that cynicism is bad,
that it’s destructive, that it’s pernicious and that it destroys.
We have to come to the realization that uncontrolled habitu-
al cynicism leads people to the belief that nothing in this

“world is worth anything, that cynicism is a -slippery slope
that will plunge you into the abyss. No one should even have
gl;he temerity to pride himself on being a big cvmc as thouqh}

¥

it were a badge of honor. o

*

7* How oftent.does it happen that a rabbi makes an impas-
sioned speech about an issue of vital importance to the

\(9 And how is Chani going. to keep-high standards of kashrus when

she is. older if she “hears her parents ridiculing those who are careful
about checklrlg for insects in the fruit and vegetables they eat? In order
to ]ustlfy their own 1ax1ty in such things, perhaps, they say that those

- who are strict have excessive chumros, and create unnecessary difficul-
. ties for themselves. :

Parents who speak disrespectfully about talmidei chachamim
(calling them by only their last names in conversation, for instance) are
undermining the dignity of the Torah. Calling teachei‘s by their ast
Slmllarly, r1d1cu11ng the study of certain sub]ects will make those
subjects seem irrelevant to children, so they will not make an effort to
study them. '

&\h\'
. People need to condition themselves; they have to

become accustomed to saying that all Hashem does is for
“the best. You can’t just get up and say it. You have to train
yourself to believe it deep down inside your heart. You have
to become accustomed to it. You have to make it a habit.

XThls I believe, is also the key to overcoming cynicism.
We have to develop the habit of being positive instead

of negative, of seeing the good instead of the bad. We have_

o raise our consciousness. We have to %~ on the lookout -
or — and squelch — those almost invoiuntary little.cynical

remarks that escape from our mouths. Then little by little,

-we will form the habits of looking at the world in a positive

light. And we will be immeasurably enriched; both by the
increased happiness in our own lives and by the profound
joy of seeing our children blossom into the kindhearted and
enthusistic people we want them to be. ‘ 8

community and one clown sitting in the back makes a wise-
" crack that wipes everything out? With one little remark, one
mere twist of the nose, that single clown can counteract all
the rabbi’s efforts. The cynic is immune to inspiration, and
he will make sure no one else is inspired either. Is that a life?

Trom  THe Tree- {- \iw "

When a person is in the h:grt of sceffing, t. the Maharal says, there
is no end to it (Nesivos Haleltzanus 2). Innocent lauglﬁer provides
light relief, but scoffing at others _accustoms ‘us to devalue the
important things in life. Scoffing can become a habit that embeds itself
within one’s character, and we cannot escape its pernicious mfluence

" It will undermine even those things that are sacred. ’

Q The power of leitzanus is great. Moreover, it is_the esserice of
Amalek. The Torah says that because Amalek mocks everything
sacred and considers the trugh as nothing, so the end of Amalek will **-
veachariso adei oved
(Bamidbar 24:20). Parents can destroy their children by making a joke

be nothing. Amalek will just disappear — ...

-of everything.

~ Moishy knows that whenever a “meshulach,” a collector, comes to.
ill hear his parents make one or two dienaraging

his house, » .
commehts benind his back. He himself begins to think <. inem as
“schnorrers,”

trivialize this type of tzedakah.
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beggars, not as worthy representatives of important:
institutions who are raising funds for good causes. Maishy learns to.
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' A prominent rav ofce came to visit Rav Chaim Soloveitchjk where
he was vacationing during the summer in Polongaby the sea. He
went to the shul and found Rav Chaim sitting bent over in a corner
and listening to the fown shoemaker who was speaking to him briskly
and vehemently. Tn Europe, shoemaking was considered to be a
lowly station in life; usually occupied by ignorant people, yet this
shoemaker was voufcrously filling the car of the gadol hador. The ray
waited impatiently for Rav Chaim to extricate himself, but a half hour
passed, an hour, two hours, before the shoemaker finally left.

“I don’t understand,” the4av said to Rav Chaim. “How can
v you allow a simple shoemaker to browbeat you for two hours?”
Rav Chaim gaVe him a puzzled look. “What are you talking
. about? The man has a broken heart. He has terrible tragedies in
his life. I shouldn’t listen to every word he has to say?”
Now yoii can well imagine the immense value of two hours of
Rav Chaim’s incredibly intense, profound and creative Torah
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learning. It must have been priceless. Yet when a person comes
with a broken heart, a person wants to cry, a person wants to
unburden himself and talk about his problems you close the

Gemara and listen.

During those two hours, Rav Chaim uscd his daas to respon
o that aspect of life, and by doing so, he filled his rooms with pre-
cious and pleasing things; he deposited gold and diamonds in his
storehouse of eternal treasures. After those two hours, when the

shoemaker went home with his heart a little lighter, Rav Chaim’ s¢

daas told him that the symmetry of the cosmos called for him to
return to his Gemara.

We need balance. V%;é need order. Above all, we need daas to
avoid the pitfalls of chaos, to perceive the cver-changlng gontours

of_Ehé cosmos, and to discover the pathways that move to the
rhythms of 1ts TIaid SyimnietTy. E
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